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Florida’s Grades PreK-5 Literacy 
Instruction Practice Profile
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• To increase understanding of Florida’s PreK-5 
Literacy Instruction Practice Profile 

• To increase understanding of evidence-based 
practices in delivering PreK-5 literacy instruction 

Objectives and Goals
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Practice Profiles: What are they?

Evidence-based Practices of 
Core Literacy Instruction

Guidance and Common Language for:
PreK-5 English Language Arts (ELA) Instruction,              

6-12 ELA Instruction

Research on Effective Reading Instruction
Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards 

(FELDS)
Florida’s B.E.S.T. ELA Standards

Defines

Aligns to

Provide

Define

Align To

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
4

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
5

• Increase the percentage of students ready to learn 
when entering kindergarten

• Increase the percentage of students reading on 
grade level by the end of third grade

• Close the achievement gap
• Rank #1 nationally in fourth-grade reading on the 

National Assessment of Educational Progress

PreK-5 Practice Profile: Desired Outcomes
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• Philosophy, Values and Guiding Principles
• Core Components:

• Explicit Instruction
• Systematic Instruction
• Scaffolded Instruction
• Corrective Feedback
• Differentiated Instruction

• Glossary

Sections of the Practice Profile
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PreK-5 Literacy Instruction includes the continuum of 
literacy development from emergent literacy to early 
literacy and reading. The PreK-5 Practice Profile is 
informed by four types of classroom assessment:

• Screening;
• Progress Monitoring;
• Diagnostic; and
• Summative.

Philosophy, Values and Guiding Principles
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Types of Classroom Assessment

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
9

• What is most significant about Florida’s guiding 
principles?

• How does this support PreK-5 Tier 1 Literacy 
Instruction?

Handout #1

Partner and Whole Group Discussion
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Ready, Set, Let’s Go!
w

w
w

.pixabay.com
/startingline
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Core Component: Explicit Instruction
Core Component Contribution to the 

Desired Outcomes
Accomplished Use in Practice

Explicit instruction is 
intentional teaching with a 
clear and direct 
presentation of new 
information to learners, 
which does not require 
student inferencing during 
the introduction of new or 
previously taught content, 
concepts or skills. One 
example is the gradual 
release model.

Explicit instruction 
contributes to the learner’s 
clear understanding of 
newly introduced or 
retaught content, concepts 
and skills, positive 
engagement in relating to 
the new learning and 
strong early literacy 
progress.

1. Introduces the new content, 
concept or skill clearly and 
directly.

2. Models or demonstrates use of 
the new or retaught content, 
concept or skill.

3. Provides clear visual and/or 
auditory examples (and non-
examples when needed) to 
illustrate specific application of 
content, concept or skill.

4. Provides learners frequent 
opportunities for guided and 
independent practice of new 
content, concept or skill.

Handouts #1, #2
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Explicit Instruction: Ineffective Use
Ineffective Use

1. Introduces new content, concept or skill 
indirectly, relying upon student inferencing; does 
not provide clear and concise explanation.

2. Provides instruction without modeling or 
demonstrating new or retaught content, concepts 
or skills; does not clarify potential 
misconceptions.

3. Provides instruction without visual and/or 
auditory examples and non-examples; does not 
illustrate specific application of new content, 
concepts or skills.

4. Provides instruction without follow-up 
opportunity for learners to practice new content, 
concepts or skills; does not guide learners toward 
independence as soon as possible.

Handout #1
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Core Component: Systematic Instruction
Core Component Contribution to the 

Desired Outcome
Accomplished Use

Systematic instruction is 
a planned sequence that 
includes a logical 
progression of content, 
concepts and skills, from 
simple to complex, with 
cumulative 
teaching/review and 
practice to enable 
learners to achieve 
learning goals.

Systematic instruction 
contributes to the 
learner’s continuous 
acquisition of increasingly 
complex content, 
concepts and skills in 
order to become a 
confident reader. It 
decreases the prospect of 
a learner developing a 
reading difficulty over 
time.

1. Uses a logical progression of 
content, concept and skill, 
proceeding from simple to more 
complex.

2. Conducts a cumulative review, 
enabling learners to make 
connections to previously 
learned material. 

3. Provides opportunities for 
students to practice previously 
taught content, concepts and 
skills to progress toward 
learning goals.

Handouts #1, #2
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Systematic Instruction: Ineffective Use 
Ineffective Use

1. Teaches content, concepts or skills 
that do not proceed from simple to 
more complex.

2. Does not provide cumulative reviews 
for learners to build content, 
concepts and skills or make 
connections to new and previously 
learned material.

3. Does not provide opportunities for 
learners to practice new and 
previously taught content, concepts 
and skills in order to progress toward 
learning goals.

Handout #1
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Core Component: Scaffolded Instruction
Core Component Contributions to the 

Desired Outcomes
Accomplished Use

Scaffolded instruction is the 
intentional support provided 
by a teacher for learners to 
carry out a task or solve a 
problem, to achieve a goal 
that they could not do without 
support. It is temporary 
support matched to the 
current understanding or skill 
level of learners. The intent is 
to provide a decreasing level 
of support until learners are 
empowered to perform 
independently.

Scaffolded instruction 
contributes toward the quality 
of a learner’s efforts in relating 
to new or unfamiliar content, 
concepts and skills that fortify 
the development of language 
and literacy skills orally and in 
written form.

1. Identifies learners who are having 
difficulty carrying out a task or solving a 
problem on their own.

2. Provides intentional support matched to 
the learner’s need, such as asking an 
open-ended question, providing 
prompts and cues, breaking down the 
problem into smaller steps, using visual 
aids, providing an example or offering 
encouragement.

3. Monitors the learner’s response to the 
scaffold and provides the next level of 
support needed on a scale from intense 
to moderate, gradually releasing 
ownership of learning to the student 
until they are able to perform the task 
independently.

Handouts #1, #2
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Scaffolded Instruction: Ineffective Use
Ineffective Use

1. Overlooks learners having difficulty 
carrying out a task or solving a problem 
on their own.

2. Does not provide appropriate support 
that relates to the needs of the learner.

3. Does not monitor learner response to 
scaffolding; does not identify next level 
of requisite support for further learning; 
does not empower the learner to 
perform the task independently.  

Handout #1
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Core Component: Corrective Feedback

Core Component Contributions to the 
Desired Outcomes

Accomplished Use

Corrective feedback is 
clearly communicated, 
timely and 
developmentally 
appropriate information 
aligned to learning goals or 
objectives that specifically 
addresses learners’ errors 
or misconceptions. It is one 
type of ongoing 
instructional feedback.

Corrective feedback 
contributes to a learner’s 
awareness of errors and 
increases self-correction 
and self-regulation, the 
quality of a learner’s 
literacy engagement, 
motivation and 
independence for improved 
performance, behavior and 
academic achievement.

1. Identifies learner’s 
misunderstanding/error relative 
to the target instructional goal. 

2. Communicates immediate/timely 
feedback clearly using student-
friendly language.

3. Provides the learner the 
opportunity for timely self-
correction.

4. Repeats the process as needed or 
confirms accuracy based on 
learner response.

Handouts #1, #2
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Corrective Feedback: Ineffective Use
Ineffective Use

1. Overlooks learner’s 
misunderstanding/error relative to the 
target instructional goal.

2. Provides no feedback to learner 
response.

3. Provides the learner no opportunity for 
self-correction.

4. Provides no confirmation or follow-up 
correction of the learner’s accurate or 
inaccurate response.

Handout #1

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
19

Core Component: Differentiated Instruction
Core Component Contributions to the 

Desired Outcomes
Accomplished Use

Differentiated instruction is 
adapting instruction in 
response to the distinct 
assessed skills and needs of 
individual learners in order to 
increase their access and 
opportunities to meet 
specific learning goals.

Differentiated instruction 
contributes to the refined 
understanding of specific 
content, concepts and skills 
within each learner’s distinct 
range of understanding and 
independent practice that 
improves individual abilities 
to successfully engage in 
comprehension, 
fluency/decoding, letter-word 
reading, vocabulary and 
writing.

1. Delivers individualized instruction 
using one or more of the following 
adaptations to meet specific 
learning needs of each learner or 
group of learners: the content (what 
is taught), process (how learning is 
structured), product (what is 
produced and assessed) and/or the 
physical learning environment.

2. Monitors the ongoing 
understandings and progress toward 
meeting specific learning goals to 
determine further adaptations.

Handouts #1, #2
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Differentiated Instruction: Ineffective Use
Ineffective Use

1. Delivers generalized instruction using 
none of the following adaptations: 
content, process, product or physical 
environment; does not address specific 
needs of individual learners or groups of 
learners.

2. Does not monitor learner’s ongoing 
understandings and progress toward 
meeting specific learning goals to 
determine further adaptations.

Handout #1
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Small Group Activity
• With your table, draft a summary and/or 

illustration (i.e., symbolism, metaphor) of the 
primary concepts and priorities included in your 
assigned practice profile component. 

• Gallery walk!

Explicit 
Instruction

Systematic 
Instruction

Scaffolded 
Instruction

Corrective 
Feedback

Differentiated 
Instruction
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Thank You!

Monica Reeves
Reading Specialist
Just Read, Florida!

Monica.Reeves@fldoe.org  

Heidi Walker
Reading Specialist
Just Read, Florida!

Heidi.Walker@fldoe.org
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