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Agenda

• Funding Opportunities 
• Requirements and Considerations
• Common Practices and Learned 

Lessons
• Choosing Interventions
• Evaluating and Maximizing Impact
• Open Discussion
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Federal funding packages
“The largest one-time federal investment in public education in this country”

Legislation ESSER Amount Period of 
Availability District Requirements

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act 
(CARES) March 2020

$13.23 Billion (allocated to 
SEAs and LEAs based in 
proportion to Title I, Part A 
FY19)

30 Sept 2022 Funds must be used for preventing, preparing for, and 
responding to Covid-19. 

Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act (CRRSA) 
December 2020

$ 54.3 Billion (allocated to SEAs 
and LEAs based in proportion 
to Title I, Part A FY20)

30 Sept 2023

Same as CARES, with the addition of addressing 
learning loss, preparing for school reopening, 
testing/preparing/upgrading projects to improve 
building air quality.

American Rescue Plan (ARP) 
March 2021

$122.75 Billion (allocated to 
SEAs and LEAs based in 
proportion to Title I, Part A 
FY20, after $800 Million set-
aside for homeless children and 
youth)

30 Sept 2024

20% must be reserved for addressing learning loss 
through evidence-based interventions (e.g., summer 
learning/enrichment, extended school year) and 
interventions must respond to student academic, 
social, and emotional needs. Funds must address the 
disproportionate impact of the pandemic on 
underrepresented student groups. Remaining 80% may 
be allocated for the same uses as CARES and CRRSA.







Requirements 

Pandemic-related

Targeting those most affected

Informed by stakeholders

Broad allowable uses





Needs and Considerations

Student recovery and intervention

School ongoing pandemic support

Building capacity and preparing for funding cliff







Choosing the Right Interventions
• Show me the evidence!

• Learning Policy Institute: How Can States and Districts Use Federal 
Recovery Funds Strategically?; Resources and Examples

• US Dept of Education Resources: Strategies for Lost Instructional 
Time; COVID-19 Handbooks; Best Practices Clearinghouse

• FutureEd: Parsing the Evidence Requirements of Federal Covid Aid

https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-files/Federal_Funds_ELT_FACTSHEET.pdf
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/issue/covid-19-resources
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/lost-instructional-time.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
https://bestpracticesclearinghouse.ed.gov/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.future-ed.org/parsing-the-evidence-requirements-of-federal-covid-aid/


Determining Impact

EXPECTATIONS MONITORING EVALUATION



What does evidence of impact look 
like?
• Data → Information → Action
• Multiple Measures
• Qualitative and Quantitative

• Surveys (Climate/Culture, Student Engagement)
• Observations (eleot, Teacher Observation Tool)
• Attendance/Engagement (Stakeholder engagements)
• Performance (Interim/Benchmark assessments)



Maximizing Impact
Gather Evidence

Document

Iterate

Partner



Open Discussion
• Guiding Questions

• How are you measuring the impact of these funds?
• Where are opportunities to partner or integrate to build capacity?
• Are those most affected by the pandemic targeted by these 

interventions?



Thank you for coming!
• Monica Blomker, monica.blomker@cognia.org
• Alina Chester, achester@academica.org

mailto:monica.blomker@cognia.org
mailto:achester@academica.org

